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What we found was that kitchen product diver-
sity is greatest for hand-size artifacts. I suspect the
results would have been similar in any kitchen — or
in most offices or workshops.
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We also assessed the share of electrical devices
in the total number of types, and we found that larger
devices (the size of a refrigerator, stove, table or chair)
have a greater percentage of electrification than do
smaller devices (spoons, corkscrews and the like).

Over time, the percentage of electrification of
small devices in kitchens (and elsewhere) can be
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expected to increase. This process has been under way
for several decades, and the results of our experiment
suggest that for electronic devices that interact with
people, the majority of untapped applications are in
hand-size devices.

The information revolution is still in its early
stages, but the pattern of electronics evolution con-
tinues to be survival of the fittest. The bulky electronic
“elephants” of the past are in decline and the "beetles"
that will create the large and diverse markets of the
future are the hand-size devices being developed to-
day for the new applications niches.
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